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Seoul Declaration on Safety and Health at Work
The Safety and Health Summit

03-07-08

Having met in Seoul, Republic of Korea, on 28 June 2008 on the occasion of the XVIiI World Congress on Safety and Health at Work, jointly organized
by the international Labour Office, the Intemnational Social Security Association (ISSA) and the Korea QOccupational Safety and Health Agency (KOSHA),
with the participation of senior professionals, employers’ and workers' representatives, social security representatives, policy-makers and administrators.

Recognizing the serious consequences of work-related accidents and diseases, which the International Labour Office estimates lead to 2.3 million fatalities
per year world-wide and an economic 0ss of 4 percent of giobal Gross Domestic Product (GDP),

Recognizing that improving safety and heaith at work has a positive impact on working conditions, productivity and economic and social development,

Recalling that the right to a safe and healthy working environment should be recognized as a fundamental human right and that globalization must go
hand in hand with preventative measures to ensure the safety and health of ail at work,

Recognizing the imponance of the instruments on safety and health at work of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the substantial role of the
ISSA and its members' contribution in implementing these instruments,

Recailing that the promotion of occupational safety and health and the preuentm of accidents and diseases at work is a core element of the 1LO's
founding mission and of the Decent Work Agenda,

R&eaihng that the prevention of mc:upatlonai risks and the prnmetmn of workers’ health constitute an essential part of the 15SA's mandate and of its
Ct}mptuai Fram&mrk of Dynamic Social Security,

Remgmzmg the importance of education, training, mnﬁultahnn and the exchange of information and good practices on prevention and the promotion of
preventative measures,

Ra@wmmg the important role played by gwemm&nts and the social partners, professional safety and hesith organizations and social secunty institulions
in pmmhng pravention and in providing treatment support and rehabilitation services,

Reco_gnizing the immrtance of cooperation among intemational organizations and instilutions,
We&mmi‘ng progress achieved thrﬁugh' international and national efforts to improve safely and heaith at work,
Declares that
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5. Empzﬁy&m &h::m t.:i &nﬁurﬁ ihai
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s ‘Workers and their represeniatives are consulted, trainé@ informed and invoived in all measures refated to their safely and heaith at work

3 Mﬁrming. the workers' right to a safe and healthy working environment, workers should be consulted on safety and health matters and shouid:
e Foliow safety and health instructions and procedures, including on the use of personal protective eqguipment.

e Participate in safety and health training and awareness-raising activities.

o Cooperate with their employer in measures reiated to thetr safety and heaith at work

7. The World Congress on Safety and Health at Work is an ideal forum to share knowledge and experiences in achieving safe, healthy and
productive workplaces.

8. Progress rg??e on achieving safety and health at work should be reviewed on the occasion of the XiIX World Congress on Safety and Health at
Work in 2011,

9. The Summit participants commit to taking the lead in promoting a preventative safety and health cuiture, placing occupational safety and health
high on national agendas.
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